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The  School  Committee  for  the  year  ending  March  present 
the  following  report : — 

The  amount  appropriated  by  the  town  for  schools  at  the 

annual  meeting  in  March,  1883,  was  $  800.00 

Amount  received  from  Massachusetts  School  Fund,   208.87 

Dog  licenses   107.25 

From  Willow  Dale  Company,  for  tuition  of  scholars  for  the 

year  1883,   48.90 

Amount  to  be  expended,  ... $1 , 165.02 

Paid  teachers  of  Summer  Schools,   $513.50 

Paid  teachers  of  Winter  Schools,  '   432.00 

Paid  for  building  fires,   23.00 

Allowed  for  fuel,   75.00 

Paid  town  of  Ipswich,  for  tuition  of  scholars  at 

Willow  Dale  for  the  year  1883,   97.80— $1,141.30 


Amount  unexpended,   $  23.72 
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NORTH  SCHOOL. 
Summer  Term — Teachers,  Miss  Nellie  A.  Knowlton  and 


Jennie  A.  Brown. 

Length  of  term  in  months,     5 

Wages  of  teacher  per  mouth, ....   $26 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   13 

Average  membership,   9 

Average  attendance,     8 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age,   0 

Number  over  fifteen  years  of  age     0 

Number  between  eight  and  fourteen  years  of  age,   11 

Winter  Term — Teacher,  Miss  Jennie  A.  Brown. 

Length  of  term  in  months,                                                    . .  3 

Wages  of  teacher  per  month,   $36 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   12 

Average  membership,    10 

Average  attendance,  ...   8 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age,   0 

Number  of  pupils  over  fifteeu  years  of  age,    1 

Number  between  eight  and  fourteen  years  of  age,   11 


Miss  Knowlton  showed  much  ability  as  a  teacher.  She 
resigned  before  the  close  of  the  summer  team  to  teach  a 
school  in  Gloucester. 

Miss  Brown  has  taught  this  school  most  of  the  time  for  the 
past  five  years,  always  giving  good  satisfaction,  and  although 
the  school  is  small,  yet  a  good  amount  of  progress  is  made 
from  year  to  year,  and  under  her  instruction  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  the  scholars  should  fail  of  obtaining  a  good  educa- 
tion. 


SOUTH  SCHOOL. 
Summer  Term — Teacher,  Miss  Sarah  R.  Safford. 
Length  of  term  in  months, .   5 


5 


Wages  of  teacher  per  mouth,  $26 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   27 

Average  membership,                                         .   23 

Average  attendance,    20 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age,   0 

Number  of  pupils  over  fifteen  years  of  age,   3 

Number  between  eight  and  fourteen  vears  of  age,   16 

Winter  Term — Teacher,  Miss  Sarah  R.  Safford. 

Length  of  term  in  mouths,   3 

Wages  of  teacher  per  month,   $36 

Whole  number  of  pupils,    24 

Average  membership,   21 

Average  attendance,   17 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age,   0 

Number  over  fifteeu  years  of  age,     2 

Number  between  eight  and  fourteen  years  of  age,    17 


Present  every  day — Frank  P.  Trussell. 

Miss  Safford  has  been  much  interested  in  her  school,  and 
has  performed  her  duties  in  a  thorough  and  faithful  manner. 
At  the  closing  examination  the  reading  was  excellent,  and 
the  recitations,  order,  and  appearance  of  the  school  were  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  the  Committee. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 
Summer  Term — Teachers,  Miss  Grace  A.  McKay  and  Miss 


Carrie  L.  Lakeman. 

Length  of  term  in  months,  ...   . ,   5 

Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  .  $26 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   27 

Average  membership,   23 

Average  attendance,     21 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age,   1 

Number  over  fifteen  years  of  age,     1 

Number  between  eight  and  fourteen  years  of  age,   16 
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Present  every  day — Bertha  M.  Whipple,  Susie  E.  Ingalls, 
Carrie  Day,  Mary  Day. 

Winter  Term — Teacher,  Miss  Carrie  L.  Lakeman. 


Length  of  term  iu  months,    3 

Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  §36 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   28 

Average  membership,    23 

Average  attendance,     20 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age,     1 

Number  over  fifteen  years  of  age,   2 

Number  between  eight  and  fourteen  years  of  age,   18 


Present  every  day,  Susie  E.  Ingalls,  Fannie  P.  Knowlton, 
Mary  E.  Day.  Carrie  E.  Day,  Arvilla  Knowlton. 

Miss  McKay  was  engaged  to  teach  this  school,  but  after 
ten  weeks  was  obliged,  on  account  of  sickness,  to  resign. 
She  was  a  teacher  of  rare  qualifications  for  her  work,  and  the 
Committee,  parents,  and  children  regretted  exceedingly  her 
inability  to  continue  the  vocation  that  she  so  much  loved. 

The  fall  and  winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Lakeman, 
a  teacher  of  well  known  capacity,  and  the  closing  examina- 
tion gave  ample  proof  of  her  ability  to  conduct  a  school  with 
success.  The  large  number  of  visitors  at  the  close  of  the 
winter  term  indicated  an  unusual  interest  in  the  school,  and 
all  seemed  well  pleased  with  the  exercises. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term — Teachers,   Miss  Addie  Dodge  and  Miss 
Emily  A.  Dodge. 


Length  of  term  in  months,  4  3-4 

Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $26 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   31 

Average  membership,   27 

Average  attendance,   22 
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Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age,   0 

Number  over  fifteen  years  of  age,   1 

Number  between  eight  and  fourteen  years  of  age,    20 

Winter  Term — Teacher,  Miss  Emily  A.  Dodge. 

Length  of  term  in  months,   3 

Wages  of  teacher,  .  .  .   $36 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   25 

Average  membership,                                                               .  22 

Average  attendance,   17 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age,                            ....  2 

Number  over  fifteen  years  of  age,      1 

Number  between  ei»ht  and  fourteen  years  of  age,    18 


Miss  Addie  Dodge,  a  successful  teacher  in  this  school  for 
five  years,  resigned  her  position  after  teaching  nine  weeks. 
She  afterward  became  a  teacher  of  one  of  the  schools  in  Man- 
chester. 

Miss  Emily  A.  Dodge  is  a  teacher  of  energy  and  ability, 
well  calculated  to  make  all  under  her  charge  interested  in  and 
clearly  understand  their  studies,  also  making  the  recitations 
of  her  pupils  prompt  and  interesting. 

Female  teachers  have  been  employed  another  year  in  all 
the  schools.  Such  teachers  are  naturally  inclined  to  teach, 
and  by  their  influence  to  encourage  and  create  in  their  pupils 
a  mind  to  study,  habits  of  obedience,  truthfulness  and  con- 
scientiousness, earnestness,  diligence,  thorough  preparation 
of  lessons,  neatness  in  school  room  habits,  also  the  obser- 
vance of  the  ' '  golden  rule"  as  the  rule  of  intercourse  with 
companions  and  teachers:  The  schools  have  made  good  pro- 
gress, although  more  might  have  been  accomplished  if  every 
pupil  had  been  present  every  day,  for  an  observer  cannot  fail 
to  see  a  marked  difference  between  the  recitations  of  a  pupil 
frequently  absent  and  one  that  is  constant  in  attendance. 
This  is  usually  so  great  that  it  is  not  needful  to  examine  the 
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school  register  to  see  which  pupil  has  the  largest  number  of 
absent  marks.  There  is  a  tendency  in  most  scholars  to  hasten 
through  a  text  book,  or  nearly  so,  in  a  superficial  manner, 
and  sometimes  teachers  hasten  on  too  rapidly  and  do  not  re- 
quire perfect  lessons.  A  scholar  that  cannot  reduce  any 
kind  of  a  higher  denomination  to  a  lower, — fur  example,  one 
square  mile  to  square  inches,  is  not  understandingly  compe- 
tent of  doing  questions  in  "  Decimal  Fractions;"  or  one  that 
cannot  tell  what  per  cent,  four  is  of  twelve,  ought  not  to  at- 
tempt to  do  problems  in  "  Profit  and  Loss."  This  evil  your 
Committee  have  endeavored  to  remedy  by  requiring  the  pu- 
pils to  commence  in  all  their  studies  not  beyond  where  they 
had  thoroughly  learned,  and  to  progress  no  farther  than  the 
teachers  were  satisfied  that  their  pupils  fully  understood. 
We  think  that  there  has  been  much  improvement  in  this  re- 
spect, for  it  was  Very  apparent  at  the  closing  examinations  that 
thoroughness  had  been  insisted  upon,  as  the  pupils  exhibited 
readiness  and  clearness  in  their  recitations  of  studies  from 
besfinnino:  to  end. 

Any  person  familiar  with  our  schools  caunot  fail  to  see  the 
interest  and  anxiety  with  which  a  faithful  teacher  labors  for 
the  good  of  her  pupils,  and  anything  that  interrupts  her  in 
her  work  is  a  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  the  school,  and 
should  be  avoided,  and  anything  that  will  encourage  her,  such 
as  a  kind  and  sympathetic  word  from  all  interested  in  the 
progress  of  the  schools,  will  lighten  her  burdens  and  make 
the  teacher  more  successful,  and  have  a  good  influence  upon 
the  pupils,  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  make  our  schools 
nearer  the  standard  which  it  is  desirable  they  should  at- 
tain. 

The  Committee  are  well  pleased  with  the  results  of  the 
year,  and  know  that  there  is  a  greater  interest  on  the  part  of 
parents  and  scholars  than  has  been  manifested  heretofore. 
The  school  houses  are  in  a  better  condition,  the  rooms  more 
cheerful,  attractive  and  convenient,  and  the  children  more 
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eager  to  learn.  The  teachers  have  seemed  anxious  to  accom- 
plish all  that  was  possible,  and  have  been  ready  to  adopt  any 
measures  suggested  by  the  Committee  for  the  benefit  of  the 
schools. 

Hoping  the  same  prosperity  may  continue,  we  respectfully 
submit  our  report. 


♦ 


J.  P.  LOVERING, 
O.  F.  BROWN, 


)  School 
5  Committee. 


Hamilton,  March,  1884. 
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